2015/16 Sustainability Newsletter
The Sustainability Office focuses on several key areas: reduction of energy, water, and waste;
sustainable education, development of green areas; operations and maintenance of buildings;
and sustainable purchasing. This is in keeping with the guidance of Pope Francis in his historic
encyclical, Laudato si’ – On Care for our Common Home as well as the WCDSB’s own mission
and vision.
The reestablishment of a system level Sustainable Development Committee will assist in
moving the sustainable development mandate forward.
The Sustainability Office of WCDSB is actively promoting sustainable initiatives across our
board through our Twitter and Instagram page, and our EcoZone website.

Energy Conservation
In September of 2015, WCDSB became a Pledging Partner
and a member of Sustainable Waterloo Region.
In 2015-16 we began working on our Energy Conservation Plan. Our goal is to set clear

GOAL: targets to reduce our energy consumption and our greenhouse gas emissions.

EcoSchools
The Ontario EcoSchools program has been
instrumental in the development of sustainable
education at our school board. With the help of our
teachers and support staff at our schools (particularly
custodians), our students are far more aware about
the state of our natural environment and are
tremendously engaged in environmental initiatives.

GOALS:
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- 100% EcoSchools certification by 2018
- To increase mentoring between schools
- To develop sustainability courses & workshops
for students and staff.

Active & Healthy Schools
In partnership with the tri-cities, Region of Waterloo Public
Health, Student Transportation Services of Waterloo
Region, WRDSB and the Ministry of Transportation we
continuously promote and encourage active transportation
to school to our students and staff.
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GOAL: in active school travel.
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To encourage greater use of
outdoor classrooms and
natural spaces for experiential
education.

Active
Schools

Waste Reduction

Greening Projects
St. John CEC, 2016
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We have partnered with the Region of Waterloo and
delivered the Green Bin program to divert waste from
the landfill to 10 schools. We have also installed moloks
for organics at 14 schools through Waste Management.

GOAL:

- To track and quantify waste and waste diversion.
- To increase waste diversion through various
practices.

Community Engagement
The WCDSB is actively and continuously promoting
collaboration with the local community. Our goal is to continue
to create a community wide collaboration to strengthen our
presence.
We are very grateful for having received donations of 400
recycling bins from Conestoga College and 320 from Busch
Systems.
Facility Services participated in a 30 day Carbon Cleanse
Challenge on a Regional level with Sustainable Waterloo
Region.
As part of the Carbon Cleanse challenge we hosted a waste
free lunch with our staff.
We have also hosted a Lunch & Learn workshop on "Home
Energy Efficiency and Conservation: Call to Action" with REEP
Green Solutions.
Several schools participated in the five-day ZeroWaste
Challenge with REEP Green Solutions.

GOAL:

To strengthen and increase
our presence through
community wide collaboration.

Lunch 'n Learn with REEP

Litterless potluck

SWR's 7th annual Evening
of Recognition

